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Obituary 

 

 
John W. Parsons, handsome 37-year-old rocket scientist 

killed Tuesday in a chemical explosion, was one of the founders 
of a weird semi-religious cult that flourished here about 10 
years ago.  Old police reports yesterday pictured the former 
Caltech professor as a man who led a double existence—a 
down-to-earth explosives expert who dabbled in intellectual 
necromancy. Possibly he was trying to reconcile fundamental 
human urges with the inhuman, Buck Rogers type of innova-
tions that sprang from his test tubes. 


