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Mr Aleister Crowley, editor of The Equinox, hav-

ing published the facts concerning the “ Rosicruci-
ans ” in various numbers of that magazine, has 
been attacked by the gang whom he exposed in 
such a way that he has had no opportunity to 
make clear the facts in a more public manner. 

Mr Crowley is debarred from taking legal action 
by the reasons set forth hereafter.  I have therefore 
determined to publish in a striking form the truth 
of the matter, less to defend him (he has no need of 
it) than to bring to an end the villanies of the 
“ Rosicrucian ” gang. 

I have proceeded on the principle that Mathers 
is obliged either to tell the truth or to repeat his 
previous statements.  The latter are indicated by 
inverted commas. 

It is against the express wish of Mr Crowley that 
I have, in his own phrase, “ played scavenger ;” but 
I rather break my Vow of Holy Obedience than al-
low his work to be hindered, as I cannot but main-
tain that it has been hindered hitherto. 
 

LEO VINCEY 



 

 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF PERSONS REFERRED 
TO IN THE DIALOGUE 

 
MATHERS 
4 Rue de la Source, aux 
Gressets, par La Celle-
Saint-Cloud 

Self-appointed “ Head ” 
of the “ Rosicrucian Or-
der.” 

  
CRAN 
5 King’s Bench Walk, Tem-
ple, W.C. 

Perjured shyster.* 

  
BERRIDGE Homoeopathic doctor, etc. 
  
W. F. De WEND FENTON Editor of The Looking 

Glass.  Turf trickster un-
til warned off ; since pro-
fessional blackmailer to 
the nobility and gentry. 

  
Dr WYNN WESTCOTT 
396 Camden Road, N. 

Coroner, sorcerer, etc.  
Dupe and victim of Math-
ers. 

  
ALEISTER CROWLEY Ex-dupe and victim of 

Mathers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(*) Details of Cran’s perjury in the Court of King’s Bench in April 
1911 are here omitted for reasons which may become clear 
hereafter. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

The Cross-Examination of Samuel Sidney Syl-
vester Scherzerade Socrates Scipio Schiller Sim-
mons Scrutton Shacaback Swank Swizzle Liddell 
Diddell Macgregor Mac Kerrow Mathers, James IV 
of Scotland, Comte de St Germain, Earl of Glen-
strae, Comte Macgregor, Chevalier Mac-gregor, 
Macgregor-Mathers, S’Rhiogail mo Dhream, Deo 
Duce Comite Ferro, Chevalier of the Order of St 
Germain, etc., etc., by Mr Q. Scorpio, one of His 
Majesty’s Counsel learned in the Law. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What is your name ? 
 
Mathers:  The whole lot ? 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  The name on your birth certificate. 
 
Mathers:  Mathers. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You were educated at Bedford 
Grammar School ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And became a lieutenant in a 
Hampshire volunteer regiment ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Yet in Paris you were engaged in 
Jacobite conspiracies to overthrow the throne of 
England ? 
 
Mathers:  I pretended to be. 
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Scorpio K.C.:  Were you actually so engaged ? 
 
Mathers:  I refuse to answer the question. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You became a Rosicrucian ? 
 
Mathers:  “ Yes.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You hold high rank in the Order ? 
 
Mathers:  “ I am the Head of the Rosicrucian Order.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You have read the constitutions of 
that Order ? 
 
Mathers:  “ Yes.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  It is a secret Order ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  By the constitution no member is 
permitted to declare himself to be a member ? 
 
Mathers:  That is what Waite says. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Who is Waite ? 
 
Mathers:  The greatest living authority on the Rosi-
crucians. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Let me read what he says.  “ Let me 
warn my readers that all persons professing to be 
Rosicrucians are simply members of psuedo-
fraternities, and that there is that difference be-
tween their assertion and the fact of the case in 
which the essence of a lie consists.”  What have 
you to say to that ? 
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Mathers:  “ I am the Head of the Rosicrucian Order.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You are however responsible to se-
cret chiefs ?  
 
Mathers:  “ Yes.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Who are they ? 
 
Mathers:  “ I am sworn not to divulge them.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  In the constitutions of the Golden 
Dawn a Fraulein Sprengel or Sapiens Dominabitur 
Astris is named as one of them ? 
 
Mathers:  I suppose so. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Is it so or not ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  In your letter to Mrs Emery of the 
16th February 1900, you say :  “ It may interest you 
to know that Soror Sapiens Dominabitur Astris is 
now in Paris working with me ” ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Was this Fraulein Sprengel ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Who was it ? 
 
Mathers:  Madame Horos, better known, perhaps, 
as “ the Swami.” 
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Scorpio K.C.:  The same Madame Horos who in 
1901 received a sentence of seven years penal ser-
vitude for abominable offenses against children ? 
 
Mathers:  How was I to know that she would be 
found out ? 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You acknowledged her as your 
spiritual superior ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  As a secret chief 8º = 3º ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Thank you.  Now with regard to 
Allan Bennett.  He was staying with you in Paris ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  How employed ? 
 
Mathers:  In trying to make rubies from ruby dust. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did he succeed ? 
 
Mathers:  He made a small worthless ruby. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  With better apparatus he might 
have made a commercial success of the process ? 
 
Mathers:  I cannot say. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  In point of fact, a precisely similar 
process is being worked at this day with success ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
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Scorpio K.C.:  What was his moral character in 
regard to sexual matters ? 
 
Mathers:  He had an aversion to all such matters 
amounting to horror. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What was the condition of his 
health ? 
 
Mathers:  He was a constant sufferer from spas-
modic asthma in its most aggravated form. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  He took drugs habitually ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes, by the orders of his doctor. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Never for pleasure ? 
 
Mathers:  Never. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  How can you be sure ? 
 
Mathers:  When he left England, the change of 
climate cured at least temporarily his disease, and 
he instantly abandoned the practice. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  He left you on good terms ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And you have never quarreled with 
him since ? 
 
Mathers:  Never. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Then why do you defame him now 
and allow the vilest crimes to be imputed to him ? 
 
Mathers:  Anything to damage Crowley ! 
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Scorpio K.C.:  Did you quarrel with him ever at 
the time ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Let me read you the published ac-
count of your quarrel: 
 

He (Crowley) had, as we have seen, in-
duced Mathers to put in force the Deadly 
and Hostile Current of Will, but, as in the 
case of the Jackdaw of Rheims, nobody 
seemed a penny the worse. 

One might have expected that Mathers 
having failed, Aleister Crowley would have 
abandoned him.  No, for it seemed still pos-
sible that Mathers, really in touch with the 
Supreme Chiefs, had yet finally decided to 
say with Christ upon the Cross:  “ Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they 
do,” even though this theory was somewhat 
rudely shaken by Mathers spending the 
whole of one Sunday afternoon in rattling a 
lot of dried peas in a sieve under the impres-
sion that they were revolted members:  as 
subsequent events proved, they were only 
the ideas in his head.  So we find Aleister 
Crowley still loyal, if a little skeptical, and 
searching within himself to discover a touch-
stone by which he might prove beyond doubt 
the authenticity of Mathers’ claim to repre-
sent the Masters. 

Now, there had been a good deal of talk of 
an adventure that happened to Mathers and 
Allan Bennett, who was guest in his house, 
in which a revolver figured prominently ; but 
the story was only vague, and Allan Bennett, 
who could, and would have, told the truth 
about it, had departed for a distant colony.  
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So on arriving in Paris, Aleister Crowley 
lured Mathers into telling the story, which 
was as follows:  That he and Allan Bennett 
had disagreed upon an obscure point in the-
ology, thereby formulating the accursed 
Dyad, thereby enabling the Abramelin de-
mons to assume material form:  one of his 
own shape, another in that of Allan Bennett.  
Now, the demon that looked like Allan Ben-
nett had a revolver, and threatened to shoot 
him (Mathers), while the demon that resem-
bled himself was equally anxious to shoot 
Allan Bennett.  Fortunately, before the de-
mons could fire, Mrs Mathers came into the 
room, thus formulating the symbol of the 
blessed Trinity, of which her great purity of 
character would naturally fit her to be a 
prominent member.  Now, the only probabil-
ity about this story, which Mathers related 
on his magical honour as a 7º = 4º (the high-
est grade of the Rosicrucian order), was that 
Mathers saw double.  Crowley, however, was 
not going to judge any isolated story by the 
general laws of probability, so, bowing grace-
fully, he rose and set out to find Allan Ben-
nett, whom he eventually ran down at the 
house of a holy Yogi in Cinnamon Gardens, 
Colombo, to hear his account. 

Allan Bennett’s account was less of a 
strain upon Aleister Crowley’s faculties of be-
lief.  They had had, he said, an argument 
about the God Shiva, the Destroyer, whom 
Allan Bennett worshipped because, if one re-
peated his name often enough, Shiva would 
one day open his eye and destroy the Uni-
verse, and whom Mathers feared and hated 
because He would one day open His eye and 
destroy Mathers.  Allan Bennett closed the 
argument by assuming the position Padma-
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sana and repeating the Mantra:  “ Shiva, 
Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva.”  Mathers, 
angrier than ever, sought the sideboard, but 
soon returned, only to find Allan Bennett still 
muttering :  “ Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, 
Shiva.”  “ Will you stop blaspheming ? ” cried 
Mathers ; but the holy man only said “ Shiva, 
Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, 
Shiva, Shiva, Shiva.”  “ If you don’t stop I will 
shoot you ! ” said Mathers, drawing a revolver 
from his pocket, and leveling it at Allan Ben-
nett’s head ; but Allan Bennett, being con-
centrated, took no notice, and continued to 
mutter “ Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, 
Shiva.” 

Whether overawed by the majesty of the 
saint, of interrupted by the entry of a third 
person, Allan Bennett no longer remem-
bered, but Mathers never pulled the trigger. 

It was only after this interview, which did 
not take place till August 1901, that Aleister 
Crowley definitely decided against Mathers. 

 
Is this account accurate ? 
 
Mathers:  “ My account is accurate.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You really ask his Lordship to be-
lieve this yarn about Abramelin demons ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  With regard to Dr Wynn Westcott, 
now:  Was he your colleague ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes.  
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Was his name printed on the MSS. 
of the Order of the Golden Dawn as the person to 
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whom they should be returned in case of the 
owner’s death or disability ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And these MSS. contain practical 
instructions for raising devils, making yourself in-
visible, transforming men into animals, making 
gold, making rain, and all the other fabled arts of 
sorcerers ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  In short, you and Dr Westcott were 
teaching the vilest practices of black magic ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You quarreled with Dr Westcott ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You were jealous of his authority ? 
 
Mathers:  Divided authority is no authority. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You are not a careless man ? 
 
Mathers:  One cannot be too careful in matters of 
magic. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did you ever leave any magical 
MSS. in a cab ? 
 
Mathers:  The best of us may err.  Even Homer 
nodded. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  These MSS. were taken to Scotland 
Yard ? 
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Mathers:  I cannot say, of my own knowledge. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  That would be the usual course ? 
 
Mathers:  I suppose so. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Dr Westcott’s name and address 
being on them, the authorities would return them 
to him ? 
 
Mathers:  I suppose so. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did they further intimate to Dr 
Westcott that he was paid to sit on corpses, not to 
raise them ; and that he must choose between his 
Coronership and his Adeptship ? 
 
Mathers:  I believe so. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  So that he resigned active member-
ship in the so-called Rosicrucian Order ? 
 
Mathers:  He did resign. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Very fortunate piece of carelessness 
for you ! 
 
Mathers:  Fortune favours the brave. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  I put it to you, this was a premedi-
tated treachery on your part. 
 
Mathers:   I refuse to answer the question. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  In your letter of February 16th, 
1900, you accuse Dr Westcott of “ forging, or pro-
curing to be forged ” the warrant on which the Or-
der was founded ? 
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Mathers:   Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And did anyone believe you ? 
 
Mathers:   Yes ; five persons. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Who were they ? 
 
Mathers:  Dr E. W. Berridge, Mr G. C. Jones, Mr 
Aleister Crowley, and a Mrs Simpson and her 
daughter. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What of the other fifty odd in the 
London Temple ? 
 
Mathers:  Mr Crowley expelled them. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  By what authority ? 
 
Mathers:  By mine.  He was at that time my pleni-
potentiary in London. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And what did they do then ? 
 
Mathers:  They expelled me and Mr Crowley. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And then ? 
 
Mathers:  They all quarreled and expelled each 
other. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  The whole Order broke up ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Why did they revolt against you ? 
 
Mathers:  Firstly, because they thought that by 
declaring the Warrant to be a forgery, I had de-
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stroyed my own authority.  Secondly, because they 
couldn’t make my methods of magic work properly.  
Thirdly, because they were tired of my incessant 
demands for money.  Fourthly, because I refused 
to expel Dr Berridge from the Order. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What complaints were made against 
Dr Berridge ? 
 
Mathers:  That girls who came to him for examina-
tion in the Knowledge Lectures were subjected to 
insult. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did you investigate this charge ? 
 
Mathers:  “ Astrally, yes.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Was there any other charge ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What was it ? 
 
Mathers:  That he was disseminating objectionable 
literature. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What ? 
 
Mathers:  The works of Thomas Lake Harris. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What is objected to ? 
 
Mathers:  He recommends his pupils to invoke 
elemental spirits or “ astral counterparts ” for the 
purpose of carnal copulation. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Was this charge denied ? 
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Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did you do ? 
 
Mathers:  I expelled his accuser. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Name the accuser. 
 
Mathers:  Miss Horniman. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  The daughter of the great tea mer-
chant ? 
 
Mathers:  The same. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And who is Dr Berridge ? 
 
Mathers:  He is the famous Dr Berridge. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  For what is he famous ? 
 
Mathers:  For his Magic Clasp. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What is that ? 
 
Mathers:  A Mrs Cunningham, a member of my 
Order, claimed £1,000 from him as the price of a 
Magic Clasp said to have been given by Cagliostro 
to Marie Antoinette.  She sued him on a promis-
sory note for the amount.  Her story in court was 
that she went to his house with a friend on the 
date when it fell due.  Dr Berridge tried to destroy 
the note.  A struggle ensued ; the note was torn, Dr 
Berridge retaining the half which bore his alleged 
signature.  In court he declared this signature to 
be a forgery. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And what did the experts decide ? 
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Mathers:  They had no means of deciding. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  How so ? 
 
Mathers:  Dr Berridge had burnt his alleged signa-
ture. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What ?  He burnt the proof of his 
own integrity and of their dishonesty ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  How did he account for so extraor-
dinary an action ? 
 
Mathers:  The excitement of the moment. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did the judge say ? 
 
Mathers:  That it was all very mysterious ; that he 
did not believe either party to the suit ; but that as 
the onus of proof lay on Mrs Cunningham, he must 
dismiss the case. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Thank you.  Now, has Dr Berridge 
any animus against Mr Crowley ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  How has Mr Crowley wronged him ? 
 
Mathers:  Mr Crowley has laughed at him. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Anything else ? 
 
Mathers:  Mr Crowley did him a good turn. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  How ? 
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Mathers:  In March 1910 Mr Crowley received an 
anonymous letter from “ White Magician ” enclosing 
a pamphlet by T. L. Harris, and accusing Dr Ber-
ridge of the foulest vices. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did Mr Crowley do ? 
 
Mathers:  Sent a friend with the letter and pam-
phlet to Dr Berridge to warn him he had an enemy, 
and offering to help him in any way possible to de-
feat such anonymous assailants. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Why did Mr Crowley act thus, if he 
had no respect for Dr Berridge ? 
 
Mathers:  He would probably say it was because, 
however much he disagreed with a man, he would 
not see him the victim of foul play. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And how did Dr Berridge repay the 
service ? 
 
Mathers:  By perjuring himself to Mr Crowley’s 
disadvantage. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Thank you. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Now as to this “ Rosicrucian ” Order.  
Let me read to you from the Obligation of a Neo-
phyte :  “ All these I swear to keep under the no less 
penalty than that of . . . submitting myself to a 
deadly and hostile Current of Will set in motion by 
the Greatly Honoured Chiefs of the Second Or-
der ; by which I should fall slain or paralysed, as if 
blasted by the Lightning Flash.”  Is that correct ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Is it meant to be taken seriously ? 
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Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Members of the Order, were, in fact, 
afraid of the penalty ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes.  
 
Scorpio K.C.:  On April 2nd, 1900, you write to 
the revolting members, saying :  “ I shall for the first 
time be compelled to formulate my request to the 
Highest Chiefs to prepare the Punitive Current.” 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  If they refused to obey you, you 
would cause them “ to fall slain or paralysed, as if 
blasted by the Lightning Flash ” ? 
 
Mathers:  They deserved it, and worse. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Is it a threat of assassination ? 
 
Mathers:  Of occult assassination, yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You did actually rattle peas in a 
sieve, ceremonially ? 
 
Mathers:  It is a well-known practice of Sympa-
thetic Magic. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Like sticking pins in a wax figure ? 
 
Mathers:  Exactly.  One identifies the rebels with 
the peas, and rattles them. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  That explains their subsequent de-
bacle ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 



 THE ROSICRUCIAN SCANDAL 17 

Scorpio K.C.:  But you expected them to “ fall slain 
or paralysed ” ? 
 
Mathers:  I hoped so. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Actually, not in a figure of speech ? 
 
Mathers:  Actually. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  It is attempted assassination ? 
 
Mathers:  Occult assassination, yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And in any event, if they were really 
afraid of it, the threat amounted to black mail ? 
 
Mathers:  I am not a lawyer. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Now then, let us get back to James 
VI.  You say you are James VI ? 
 
Mathers:  I refuse to answer the question. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  James VI was killed on Flodden 
Field ? 
 
Mathers:  “ Tradition asserts that he escaped.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  A lady of unblemished reputation, 
Mrs Markham, has gone into that box, and sworn 
that he was so killed. 
 
Mathers:  One must not contradict a lady. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Well, what happened to him ? 
 
Mathers:  “ I—I mean he—escaped to the Conti-
nent, and became an Adept and found the Elixir of 
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Life, so that I—I mean he—should live on indefi-
nitely.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  When do we hear of him again ? 
 
Mathers:  “ As the Comte de St Germain.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And again ? 
 
Mathers:  “ I refuse to answer the question.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Have you read Mr Crowley’s poem 
“ The Rosicrucian,” dedicated “ a sa Majeste Jacques 
IV d’Ecosse ” ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes.  Mr Crowley was a very young and 
foolish boy. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  He believed you to be James VI ? 
 
Mathers:  Very likely. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did he or did he not ? 
 
Mathers:  It was not my fault if he didn’t. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You borrowed considerable sums of 
money from him ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  On that ground ? 
 
Mathers:  That sort of ground. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  He was rich ? 
 
Mathers:  I believe he had just come into some 
£30,000. 
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Scorpio K.C.:  He offered you the whole of his for-
tune in order to help you in your trouble with the 
revolting members ? 
 
Mathers:  I wrote to thank him for his “ loyal and 
honourable offer.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Why did he make it ? 
 
Mathers:  He believed my stories about James IV 
and the Secret Chiefs, I suppose. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Madame Horos had promised you 
£2,000 ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Was that why you admitted her to 
be your superior ? 
 
Mathers:  I refuse to answer the question. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Crowley offers you his fortune ; and 
you immediately appoint him to the sole power in 
England, over the heads of Dr Westcott and Sir 
Henry Colville and W. B. Yeats and Mrs Emery and 
Sir William Crookes and Dr Berridge and dozens of 
others who had been members of the Order for 
years ? 
 
Mathers:  I did. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  This is only a coincidence ? 
 
Mathers:  Certainly.  I acknowledged Madame Horos 
because it was a slap in the eye for Mrs Emery ; I 
gave Crowley the supreme power partly to snub the 
rebels, and partly (as I said, in another place) “ to 
make a better man of him.” 
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Scorpio K.C.:  Besides the money that Crowley 
lent you, did he ever give you any ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes ; a wealthy lady, the wife of an Eng-
lish officer, a Colonel, being interested in occult-
ism, once gave him £20 for me. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Is that all ? 
 
Mathers:  She gave him some jewels for the pur-
pose of decorating a statue of Isis for my temple. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  She quarreled with him subse-
quently ? 
 
Mathers:  I believe so.  In fact, I made quite a big 
story of it. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  They are good friends again, how-
ever ? 
 
Mathers:  He has a whole sheaf of the friendliest 
letters from her, up to date. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Well, we left Mr Crowley as your 
Envoy Plenipotentiary to the “ rebels.” He shortly 
afterwards went climbing in Mexico ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes, with Mr Eckenstein. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What was Mr Eckenstein’s Chris-
tian name ? 
 
Mathers:  I—er—I see ladies in Court. 
 
The Judge:  Any ladies in this Court are probably 
beyond any scruples of that sort. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Answer the question. 
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Mathers:  Oscar.  (sensation).* 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did Mr Crowley on his departure 
leave anything in your charge ? 
 
Mathers:  Some books of poetry.  I couldn’t get a 
single franc on them ; I returned them to him when 
he came back. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Anything else ? 
 
Mathers:  A fifty-guinea dressing case, and an-
other portmanteau. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Where are they ? 
 
Mathers:  I refuse to answer the question. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did you return them to the owner ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  In Konx Om Pax Mr Crowley ac-
cuses you of stealing these bags ? 
 
Mathers:  He didn’t mention the bags specifically.  
He only said I was a thief.  Messrs Nussey and Fel-
lowes, my Solicitors, wrote threatening him with an 
Action. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did he reply ? 
 
Mathers:  “ I care as little for your threats of legal 
action as for your client’s threats of assassination. 
. . . I am surprised that a firm of your standing 
should consent to act for a scoundrel.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did you do ? 
 

* At this point Counsel fainted, and threw up his brief ; but was in-
duced to continue by the Judge, who had not had such a jolly day for 
years. 
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Mathers:  I changed my solicitors. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Perhaps it would be more correct to 
say that your solicitors changed you !  You several 
times threatened Mr Crowley with legal proceed-
ings ? 
 
Mathers:  Often. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did you ever take any ? 
 
Mathers:  Once, for breach of copyright. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And tried for an Injunction against 
The Equinox ?  
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What happened ? 
 
Mathers:  Dismissed with costs. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Have you paid those costs ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did you then bring the action ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  It was a frivolous excuse for the in-
junction ? 
 
Mathers:  I refuse to answer the question.  Ask Mr 
Cran. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Let me read you this passage from 
The Equinox of September 1910: 
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I had almost forgotten dear old Mathers.  
Yet it was only last December that a col-
league of mine was told by some greasy old 
harridan, in her best nominal 7º = 4º voice 
(she had paid hundreds of pounds for that 
nominal 7º = 4º, and never got initiated into 
any mysteries but those of Over-eating) that 
Imperrita was coming over from Paris to 
crush Crowley ; and Crowley has fled before 
his face. 

Anyhow, I sneaked back from Algeria, 
trembling all over, and began to enjoy the 
comedy of a lawyer pretending that he 
could not serve a Writ on a man with an 
address in the telephone directory, who was 
spending hundreds of pounds on letting the 
whole world know where to find him.  It was 
perhaps unkind of me not to warn Mr Cran 
that he was putting his foot in it. 

But if I had said a word, the case would 
have been thrown up ; and then where 
would our advertisement have been ? 

So, even now, I restrict my remarks ; 
there may be some more fun coming. 

 
*          *          *          *          * 

 
But at least there’s a prophet loose ! 

Some anonymous person wrote: 
Cran, Cran, McGregor’s man, 
Served a Writ, and away he ran 

before a Writ was served !  Though he might 
have guessed that it would be.  But he 
couldn’t possibly have known that the ac-
tion would be dropped, as it has been. 

And Mathers has run away too—without 
paying our costs. 

 
*          *          *          *          * 
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It reflects seriously upon Mr Cran’s professional 
honour, does it not ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Has he taken action ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  So Mr Crowley laughed at you ? 
 
Mathers:  Those who laugh last laugh best. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did you do ? 
 
Mathers:  I waited for my opportunity. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did it arrive ? 
 
Mathers:  All things come to him who waits. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Describe what happened. 
 
Mathers:  A paper called The Looking Glass at-
tacked Mr Crowley.  I went to the editor (Mr W. F. 
de Wend Fenton) and told him all I knew—and a 
good deal that I didn’t know. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Was the editor actuated by malice 
against Mr Crowley ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  How can you be sure ? 
 
Mathers:  The day after his first article appeared 
he telephoned to a mutual friend, a Miss O——, 
explained that he meant no harm, and would like 
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to meet Mr Crowley at dinner and have a chat with 
him. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What happened then ? 
 
Mathers:  Miss O—— told Mr Crowley. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And what did he say ? 
 
Mathers:  He made an answer so remarkable that I 
remember it every word.  
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What was it ? 
 
Mathers:  He said “ I suppose you wouldn’t like me 
to be blackmailed over your coffee.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What does this show ? 
 
Mathers:  Mr Crowley’s horrid suspicious temper. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did Miss O—— do ? 
 
Mathers:  Cut Mr Fenton. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You really know this of your own 
knowledge ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  How ? 
 
Mathers:  “ Astrally.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Astrally ? 
 
Mathers:  “ I am the Head of the Rosicrucian Order.” 
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Scorpio K.C.:  Did Mr Crowley take action against 
The Looking Glass ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Why ? 
 
Mathers:  On the advice of a friend with twenty-
five years experience of City Journalism. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did the friend say ? 
(Counsel objected.  A long argument followed, in 
the course of which the Judge remarked:  “ This 
trial is like the trial in Alice in Wonderland.  I 
wouldn’t spoil it for the world and I am going to 
admit anything ! ”) 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did Mr Crowley’s journalistic 
friend say ? 
 
Mathers:  “ Let the fellow alone !  He’s been warned 
off the turf, and his City Editor’s a jail-bird, and he 
isn’t worth a bob, and if you touch pitch you’ll be 
defiled.” 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Was Mr Fenton in fact warned off 
the Turf ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You blame Crowley for not taking 
action ? 
 
Mathers:  It’s very annoying. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You’re not very ready to take action 
yourself. 
 
Mathers:  I am a man of peace. 
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Scorpio K.C.:  The “ military bearing ” is only for 
show ? 
 
Mathers:  That’s all. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Mr Crowley has written books, 
which houses of the highest standing have pub-
lished, in which you are openly called a common 
thief, an habitual swindler, a blackmailer, and ac-
cused of drunkenness and attempted assassina-
tion ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes ; but he supports his charges by un-
impeachable documents, and witnesses of unas-
sailable integrity. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And there is no ground for the 
charges against Mr Crowley ? 
 
Mathers:  There is Dr Berridge’s evidence. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Let us go into that.  Mr Crowley’s 
conversation with Dr Berridge took place in 1900 ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And was first repeated in the Court 
of King’s Bench in 1911 ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Dr Berridge must have a splendid 
memory.  What were the relations between Crowley 
and Berridge in 1904 ? 
 
Mathers:  They were friends and colleagues.  At 
the Ceremony of the Vernal Equinox in 1903 Crow-
ley was Hierophant, and Berridge Praemonstrator 
or Cancellarius, I forget which. 
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Scorpio K.C.:  So it took Dr Berridge some time 
before he attached a criminal significance to Crow-
ley’s remark ? 
 
Mathers:  The mind of Berridge works slowly, but 
it works exceeding small. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  As to the remark itself.  Take the 
first part.  Berridge mentions to Crowley the ugly 
rumours that his enemies were circulating.  Crow-
ley replies:  “ So and So and So and So and So and 
So have been to my flat and passed the night.”  I 
suggest that the names mentioned were those of 
mutual friends of Crowley and Berridge, men be-
yond suspicion.  
 
Mathers:  It may have been so. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And that Crowley added, implicitly 
or explicitly: “ Is that any reason for making such 
abominable charges ? ” 
 
Mathers:  Perhaps. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  I must ask you to remember that 
Crowley was brought up among the Plymouth 
Brethren, and that at this time he had no more 
knowledge of the world than most boys of 16.  He 
swallowed your yarns easily enough, didn’t he ? 
 
Mathers:  He did. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Now take the second part.  “ For the 
last eighteen months or two years there has been 
nothing that the police could get at me for.” That 
implies that previous to that date there was some-
thing. 
 
Mathers:  Undoubtedly. 
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Scorpio K.C.:  Let me read you this passage from 
Crowley’s Works, volume I, page 115, published in 
1903:  “ Sonnets . . . To the author of the phrase ‘ I 
am not a gentleman, and I have no friends ’.” 
 

“ Self-damned, the leprous moisture of thy veins 
Sickens the sunshine, and thine haggard eyes, 
Bleared with their own corrupting infamies, 
Glare through the charnel-house of earthly pains, 
Horrible as already in hell . . . 
Self-damned on earth, live out thy tortured days 
That men may look upon thy face, and see 
How vile a thing of woman born may be . . . 

 
I need not continue.  But I will read the footnote of 
Mr Ivor Back, F.R.C.S., the editor:  “ The virulence 
of these sonnets is excusable when it is known 
that their aim was to destroy the influence in Cam-
bridge of a man who headed in that University a 
movement parallel to that which at Oxford was as-
sociated with the name of Oscar Wilde.” 
It is clear from this that Crowley had been associ-
ated with a man of bad character ; but that on dis-
covering him to be so, he instantly disowned him ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Mr Crowley may have thought that 
even an innocent association with such a person 
was criminal ? 
 
Mathers:  He was very young and foolish. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Is it this that he referred to in his 
remark to Dr Berridge ? 
 
Mathers:  May be. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  The date tallies ? *   

* The poem (not the footnote) was first published in 1899, having 
been written during one of the eclipses in late ’98 or early ’99. 
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Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And that is all there is against Mr 
Crowley ? 
 
Mathers:  There is The Sword of Song. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What is that ? 
 
Mathers:  Out of some hundreds of marginal 
notes, there are two (some say four) the initials of 
whose words make other most improper words.* 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did anyone discover this before you 
did ? 
 
Mathers:  Not to my knowledge. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did Captain Fuller in his three 
years’ laborious study of Mr Crowley’s works dis-
cover it ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Is there any point in these—do you 
call them jokes ? 
 
Mathers:  No point at all. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Are Mr Crowley’s jokes usually 
pointless ? 
 
Mathers:  Alas, no ! 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And did not the reviewers discover 
this ?  
 
Mathers:  Unfortunately, no.  On the contrary, Mr 
G. K. Chesterton wrote a column in the Daily 

* For an example of what this kind of criticism may lead to, vide Ap-
pendix. 
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News, in which the book is treated as a serious 
contribution to Philosophy. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Is there anything else ? 
 
Mathers:  There’s The Mother’s Tragedy. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What is that ? 
 
Mathers:  A book of poems one of which deals with 
a subject which I blush to mention. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Has any wretch previously dealt 
with it ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Who ? 
 
Mathers:  Sophocles in Oedipus Rex ; Shakespeare 
in Hamlet and in Pericles ; Malory in Morte d’Ar-
thur ; Byron in Parisina, Manfred, and other po-
ems ; Shelley in The Cenci, Rosalind and Helen, 
and in Laon and Cythna ; Wilde in Salome ; Ford in 
The Unnatural Combat and ’Tis Pity She’s a 
Whore ; Moses, Wagner, Schiller, Alfieri, and many 
other authors of the highest reputation. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  But Mr Crowley tries to sell his 
works by printing reviews which describe them as 
“ revolting ” ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes, that’s the bad part. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Has not Mr Crowley habitually re-
printed all sorts of reviews of his works, good and 
bad, with a giant’s contempt for reviewers ? 
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Mathers:  Of course. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  But was this particular review 
really so unfavourable ? 
 
Mathers:  Not at all ; but by picking out a single 
sentence, I made it appear so. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What about these aliases of his ? 
Why did he assume the name of MacGregor ? 
 
Mathers:  At my suggestion.  He was about to take 
a house in Scotland, and I thought it would attract 
less remark if he took a Highland name. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  But why MacGregor rather than 
any other Highland name ? 
 
Mathers:  To assert an “ astral link ”—what you 
might call a bond of sympathy—between himself 
and me.  He had gone there to perform a magical 
operation detailed in a book which I had just pub-
lished. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  He was at this time quite under 
your auspices ? 
 
Mathers:  Under my thumb. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And why did he call himself Lord 
Boleskine ? 
 
Mathers:  Principally to annoy the snobbish soci-
ety of Inverness. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And did it annoy them ? 
 
Mathers:  I believe so. 
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Scorpio K.C.:  But why Lord Boleskine ? 
 
Mathers:  He is the Laird of Boleskine, and Laird is 
only Scots for Lord. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And why did he call himself Count 
Svareff ? 
 
Mathers:  In the book of mine I referred to it says 
that the Aspirant to the Sacred Magic would be 
much annoyed by his family seeking to dissuade 
him.  So he changed his name and disappeared. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Why Svareff ? 
 
Mathers:  The romantic young idiot had just come 
back from Russia. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Why Count ? 
 
Mathers:  All Russians are Counts, I believe, when 
they’re not Princes ! 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You say he obtained a large sum of 
money from a celebrated singer ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  A married woman ? 
 
Mathers:  Yes. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Of what age ?  You must remember 
that Crowley was a mere boy. 
 
Mathers:  Ten or fifteen years older than Crowley. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  On what pretext did he obtain the 
money ? 
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Mathers:  She proposed to Crowley to go with her 
to Texas, divorce her husband, and marry him. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What did Crowley do ?  
 
Mathers:  He gave her a fifty-guinea engagement 
ring. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did the scheme come off ? 
 
Mathers:  No. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Did she return the ring ? 
 
Mathers:  Crowley complains in The Sword of Song 
that she did not. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  And what about his obtaining money 
from her ? 
 
Mathers:  Oh ! that’s only my fun. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  You mean, it’s a lie ? 
 
Mathers:  Well, it’s not true. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Is that all you have against Crowley ? 
 
Mathers:  No ; he was divorced from his wife. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  What was his fault ? 
 
Mathers:  Chivalry. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Give the facts. 
 
Mathers:  They are known to all Mr Crowley’s in-
timate friends, who approve his action throughout, 
and they may be surmised from the poem “ Rosa 
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Decidua,” published in The Winged Beetle.  But the 
facts being detailed in Mr Crowley’s petition for the 
reduction of the decree of divorce, they cannot be 
entered into more fully at this moment ; and as the 
unhappy lady became insane in September 1911, I 
think we may well leave the matter in its tragic si-
lence. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Then Mr Crowley was not to 
blame ? 
 
Mathers:  Not in this matter.  But he is an associ-
ate of the notorious Jones. 
 
Scorpio K.C.:  Oh, well ! we won’t go into that.  
Thank you. 
 





 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 
 

MY CRAPULOUS PREDECESSORS 
 

NO. I. 
 

ROBERT BROWNING 
 

[The method of critical analysis is not our own, 
who reverence Robert Browning as one of the 
greatest of the Victorian Poets.  It is borrowed, with 
the acknowledgement of inverted commas (even the 
commas !) from distinguished luminaries of the 
Bench and Bar.  ED.] 

(“ I’ll have some hesitation ” in printing “ the fol-
lowing, as I see ladies ” at the booksellers’.  S. C. H. 

“ Any ladies ” waiting at the booksellers’ “  are 
probably far beyond any scruples of that sort.”  Mr 
Justice Mutton) 
 

PIPPA PASSES, BY ROBERT BROWNING. 
 

“  I would call your lordship’s attention very par-
ticularly to the initial letters of this obscene and 
revolting poem. ”  Separately :  how every English-
man must shudder and vomit at “ the loathsome 
and abominable creature who has the effrontery 
to ” have been dead and buried without giving pos-
terity “ a chance to cross-examine him ”  !  Together :  
how every Frenchman must cry “Faugh !  Ugh !  
Faugh ! ” and blush !  Transpose two vowels only :  
what hideous and filthy anagram springs to sight !  
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“ If this is accidental, Mr ” Browning “ is a very for-
tunate man ; if it is intentional, no words of mine 
can be strong enough to denounce the loathsome 
and abominable character of this book.”  But can it 
be accidental ?  Was not Mr Browning a friend—a 
friend !—of that Mr Scrutton whose name is an 
anagram of a sentence—not merely a word, mark 
you !—which asserts a pathological fact familiar to 
every Syphilographer and his clients, couched in 
the crudest and coarsest language ! 

And if this be accident too, what shall we say of 
the infamous examples of paraprodokian from the 
plain text itself ? 

“ Æsculapius, an Epic.  Catalogue of the drugs :  
Hebe’s plaister—One strip cools your lip.  Phœbus’ 
emulsion—One bottle clears your throttle.  Mer-
cury’s bolus—one box cures . . .” 

And— 
 

“ I have made her gorge polenta 
Till her cheeks are both bouncing 
As her—name there’s no pronouncing !  ” 

 
And what of the whole scheme of the poem ? 
The chief character is a vile procurer who is try-

ing to sell Pippa into the White Slave Traffic. 
The first episode deals most realistically with 

adultery crowned by murder 
The second episode describes a plot to many an 

innocent youth to a harlot. 
The third episode shows a mother trying to pre-

vent her son from committing a murder in cold 
blood, and failing to do so.  This assassination has 
the open approval of the “ so-called poet.” 

And “ the loathsome and abominable creature ” 
who “ disseminates this unutterable filth ” was al-
lowed to die in peace !  “Where were the police ?  
What were they about to let him escape” to Italy ? 
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Italy indeed !  This horrible creature dedicates 
“ his best intentions ” (I’m sorry, I can’t think of any 
bad meaning for H.B.I.) “ affectionately to Mr Ser-
geant Talfourd.”  Affectionately, mark the word !  
What do such “ loathsome and abominable crea-
tures ” mean by affection ?  Gentlemen of the jury, 
if this Mr (sic) Sergeant (save the mark !) Talfourd 
(Ugh !) had come to court to ask you to clear him 
from a blackmailer’s libel, you would have known 
how to brand him from a blackmailer’s libel, you 
would have known how to brand him with everlast-
ing infamy ! 

 
S. C. HILLER 


