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I found “The Maniac” both entertaining and instruc-
tive, a very valuable study of psychology. It is so far as I 
know the only really illuminating book on madness; and 
I strongly recommend its perusal to all alienists, psy-
chologists, and members of the grade of Neophyte. It 
throws an admirable light on the true nature of Obses-
sion and Black Magic. Two things impressed me in par-
ticular. (1) The statement that the arguments held with 
a patient never reach his consciousness at all, despite 
his rational answers. This phenomenon is true of my 
own sane life. I sometimes chat pleasantly to bores for 
quite a long time without any consciousness that I am 
doing so. (2) The statement that medical men have no 
idea of the real contents of a madman’s mind. I remem-
ber in the County Asylum at Inverness (“Here are the 
fools, and there are the knaves!” said an inmate, point-
ing to the city) a man rolling from side to side with an 
extraordinary regularity and rhythm of swing, emitting a 
long continuous howl like a wolf.  “Last stage of G.P.I.” 
said the doctor; “he feels absolutely nothing.” “How in-
teresting!” said I; and thought “How the deuce do you 
know?” I shall be very glad when it is finally proved and 
admitted that the consciousness is independent of the 
senses and the intellect. Hashish phenomena, madness 
phenomena, magical and mystical phenomena, all prove 
it; but old Dr. Cundum and young Professor Cuspidor, 
who can neither of them cure a cold in the head, say it 
isn’t so!  The “Imbecile Theologians of the Middle Ages” 
are matched by the imbecile cacologians of our own. I 
repeat, a very valuable book; a very valuable book in-
deed. 
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