NEW EVIDENCES

IN

PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. By J. ARTHUR HILL.

A very interesting record, written fairly and conceived clearly. There is absolutely none of the sentimentality which degrades 99.9 per cent. of Spiritistic “research.”
I must confess that “Watson” does not impress me.
He is too terribly correct in his facts. To admit the supernormal hypothesis here would be to betray all good
sense. However unlikely it may appear, Watson must
have known the facts.
For otherwise, if he can describe and name some fifteen relatives of “F. K.,” he ought—in the course of a
lifetime—to do as much for many others. But he doesn’t
The argument is this. Suppose my aeroplane does
just manage to leave the ground for a few yards, one
can explain it away. But if I fly from London to New
York, I show such power that it is reasonable to insist on
my flying at least a few miles to order.
I challenge Watson to give me the name of one relative of a stranger that I bring him.
The cross-correspondences are more satisfactory.
But the hypothesis of spirits is quite unnecessary.
If we admit, as any Pantheist would admit, that subliminal Mrs Verral is identical with or in communication
with subliminal Mrs Piper, there is no mystery left, no
suggestion of Myers to pit against the blank failure of
the sealed letter test. Further, I distrust “Mrs Holland.” I
cannot believe that any one is so imbecile as not to
solve the Hodgson cipher at a single glance. But a
grande hystérique forging the script might pretend to be
unable to decipher it.
I have seen more fraud from the vanity of amateurs
than from the cupidity of professionals. So, in the end,
to this record as to all others, I enter the Scotch verdict.
A. C.

