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The reader of this treatise is at first overwhelmed by
the immensity of Brother Yarker's erudition. He seems to
have examined and quoted every document that ever
existed. It is true that he occasionally refers to people
like Hargrave Jennings, A. E. Waite, and H. P. Blavatsky
as if they were authorities; but whoso fishes with a net
of so wide a sweep as Brother Yarker's must expect to
pull in some worthless fish. This accounts for Waite's
contempt of him; imagine Walford Bodie reviewing a
medical book which referred to him as an authority on
paralysis!

The size of the book, too, is calculated to effray;
reading it has cost me many pounds in gondolas! And it
is the essential impossibility of all works of this kind that
artistic treatment is not to be attained.

But Brother Yarker has nobly suppressed a Spencer-
ian tendency to ramble; he has written with insight,
avoided pedantry, and made the dreary fields of arche-
ology blossom with flowers of interest.

Accordingly, we must give him the highest praise,
for he has made the best possible out of that was nearly
the worst possible.

He has abundantly proved his main point, the true
antiquity of some Masonic system. It is a parallel to Fra-
zer's tracing of the history of the Slain God.

But why is there no life in any of our Slain God ritu-
als! It is for us to restore them by the Word and the
Grip.

For us, who have the inner knowledge, inherited or
won, it remains to restore the true rites of Attis, Adonis,
Osiris, of Set, Serapis, Mithras, and Abel.

ALEISTER CROWLEY.



