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NOWLES and I did not go on with the main party, as

we had to off in a chikara (a sort of punt with
“an‘awning) to the Nassim Bagh, where
we saw Capt. Le Mesurier and
uranged one or two final details,
I'he Nassim Bagh is a most churm-
ing spot, more like an English
park than anything el The
sward is level and covered with
grass,while everywhere are stately
and vigorous trees. We hurried
back to the town,where a dunga
was waiting for us. A dunga
very large flat-bottomed boat
which can beandis used as a sort
of inferior house-boat, It is
divided into compartments by
** chiks "—~that is, curtains of
bamboo or grass. In this boat
we went off to Gandarbal, engag-
ing coolies to tow us all night,
so that we reached this village
at daylight on the morin: of
the 2g9th

I found Eckenstein under a
tree holding durbar with Mata Kriba Ram, the Tehsildar
of this district.  When we had settled with him we strolled
gently off to Kangan, 1 found myself somewhat thirsty
and footsore, as I had taken no exercise for so long. The
following day we went on to Gundisarsingh, We got off
the coolies, 150 in number, as ponies were not to be had
at this stage without any great difficulty. ’

I should explain here the system on which we worked.
With such a large party « impossible to
keep the saume men for more than two or three days; in
any case it 15 impossible to know them all by sight, the more
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was paid.  Had we not done so, of course,

neighbourhood would have hurried up like vultures scenting
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GANDARDAL ,

the carcase and elaimed his pay as a coolie.  Some of these
naive persons actually travelled four days in order to collect
one day’s pay which they had not carned !

Though this stage is only 14 miles I arrived in a complete
condition of collapse, a state which I always reach after
doing & very little work,  On May rst we got on to Gagangir.
The coolies tried to mike us stop o good deal short of the
proper stage. I was in the lead, however, and suspected
that they were not telling the truth,  I'sent back a message
to Eckenstein, and between us the conspiracy was over-
thrown. After getting to camp it began to rain hard and
we had to put up the tents,

The next day we went on to Sonamarg through o most
marvellous mountain gorge. The valley is exceedingly

narrow and the path winds at the base of tremendous cliffs.
Opposite, peaks, insignificant in themselves, tower to what
seems a tremendous height, and their shapes and colouring
are of very great beauty. Also on the opposite side of the
river were the remains of vast snow avalanches, some of
them broken off and kept under by the torrent, About
half way the valley opens out, still affording fine views,
however ; Eckenstein and I were behind with the doctor,
acting as rearguard. We passed asmall village, crossed the
stream below, and came across a lot of our cooliessurrounding

SUNRISE AT GAGANGIR.

one of their number, who was lamenting hus woes at the
top of his voice. It seems that Abdulla Khan had hit
him with a stick. He showed us a veryinsignificant bruise
on his wrist and a big lump on his head ; but the doctor
was equal to the occasion. With regard to the arm, he
touched him several times in places which would have hurt
had the wound been genuine, and he remained calm ;
the doctor reversed the operation, when he screamed like
a4 muaniac. As to the lump on his head, it had been there
15 years ! So we told him to shut up and go on.

At Sonamarg they came to us in a body with a somewhat
threatening aspect and refused to go if Abdulla Khan
wis allowed to lat them. This was the sort of occasion
where hesitation would have been fatal, so I walked up to
them and told them that I would discuss the question
after tiffin, andin the meanwhile they were to go off and not
worry us. Of course they went away. Eckenstein and 1
agreed to settle the question by taking charge of the rear-
guard ourselves, an arrangement whichwas accepted cagerly,
us they had already learnt to trust us. The following day
we sent Pfannl and Wesseley, whose exuberant energy
had hitherto been so useless, to go up the Zoji La to prospect.
The Zoji Lawas, of course, the one difficulty we were likely
to meet. It is a pass about rr,000 feet high and snow-
covered till late in May. We reached Baltal at the foot
of the pass about noon, There was already snow in the
valley at this place. There is no village, but a strong and
sheltered house of stone, very convenient and indeed
necessary for the dak-runners and travellors,

Pfannl and Wesseley returned in the aftermoon, Their
report consisted of three principal statements—(a) They
could not see ; (b) the pass was very steep at the Matayun
side s (¢) there was no snow on the Matayun side. Ignorant
as I was of the topography of the place, such geographical
knowledge as I hid, and such geological data as I could get,
forbade my believing the last two statements,  To the first
I gave my implicit adhesion.

A good deal of the afternoon wos given over to a general
inspection of the coolies by the doctor,  Dark spectacles
were given out to those whose eyes were weak or already
inflamed. It was very amusing to watch the attempts
at malingering on the part of perfectly sound men who
wanted to get goggles, though, of course, we only lent them
for the passage of the vass, Each coolie moreover who




