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as I walk alone gver the vast abyss of wanton stones, that
there is no consciousness, no purpose, nothing but a giant
stress of things . . (Excuse my imitating the love-
Jetters of the Brownings, and My, H. G. Wells, in tryving
to express the complete works of Spinoza, Puddhaghosha;
and myself, by a series of dots).

But in the final analysis it matters little ! one thing
I beg, let no Dualist cock crow upon the dung-heaps of
Darjecling |

So far as [ know, Iam not a Sufi or a Taoist, but I'must go
to China and Persin, and find out for sure.

In the meanwhile, back to Darjecling, which I am sorty to
say has been only partially bumnt down in my absence,
It will be my tenaciously-gripped privilege, by the wonderful
courtesy of its brilliant young manager ' Count Aleesti C,
Rigo de Righi,” my late comrade—the only fault T have
to find with him is that he seems to think that he has the
same sort of control over his guests that the governor of a
prison kas over his—for the absurdly inadequate remuncri-
tion of ninc and fourpence a day to stay at Drum Druid
Hotel, and feast, as I am sure Lucullus never feasted, upon
the l’c;llly ingenions substitutes for human food, which,
figuring n the meou under French names, recall with a
sweet anticipation too deep for tears the delights of
Paillard’s and of Leon's, (I gather from official criticism
of my first article, in which a sentence, somewhat similar,
though not so fine, appeared, that it should be held to apply
only to the oceasions when I dine out, because the food at
Deum Druid is actually human food and nof an ingenious

substitute. How the mind broadens by tm\'clling?)
% But though I may grip tenaciously, I shall not grip for
e The little devil that with his accursed whisper ““ Go
Go on ! " makes me think at times that I must be the
t my ear, and I have no whither
r n out of a job
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the course of the history of the worl d there came
time when those who dwelton a certain part of the earth

became afflicted by a strange malady, the which, in its

peculiar effect, caused each one to push himself in front of

his fellows, and to raise his voice above the voices of the

multitude, so that he might be seen and heard by all, and
\ thus become famous for a space.

) And%in this fashion the people raised a great clamour,
whereof the greater part (the which had to do with them-
selves) was vain and worthless )

N @iy a restive individual, growing impatient at
others to accord to him that recognition which
is due, set himself before the million, and,
ion in forceful manner, told them
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VANITY

field came to regard the presence of their rivals with
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waltz to twelve, whereat he was greatly delighted. And
having guided his bewildered and gasping partner to the
place where sat, her chaperon (all similes, albeit longing
within herself fo© a decent sleep), he betook himself to the
buffet for seli-congratulation and refreshment.

There he fell iy with an elderly male, who felt rather out
of it, and had Sought all night for someone to converse
with. And this|one drove the young man into a4 corner,
and placed himse f opposite him that he might not escape.

The which havzing done, he endeavoured to hold con-
versation with }is junior. And he spoke of politics: of
art: of music: of literature : of the drama: and in general
of things that count; but the young man gazed upon him
with lack-lustre eye, seemingly devoid of understanding,
and uttered not a word.

At last the elderly male grew desperite
final and heroic effort, he enquired of his hearer if he knew
aught concerning the sport of football.

Then, in a trice, did the young man become animated ;
his cye brightened, and hé beamed upon his questioner
with a large smile.

“Ah " he exclaimed. enthusiastically,
talkin” 1 "'

now you're

-+

OF A BATTLE Rovar, AND WHAT CAME OF i1

Once on a time, when the people of a certain land were
much given to fads of divers sorts, it happened that a number
of misguided females became possessed of the utterly
ridiculous idea that they were on the same level as men.
And they acted accordingly, troubling not to conceal
their views, but rather advertising them (as was the fashion
at that time of those who discovered cause for wonder in
ihc brilliance of their own thoughts: whose name was

tance, moved in all things with a grave
and declined to be hurried. ¢ which
scoveri the importunate females set  themselves to
make matters unpleasant for the persons who sat in high
And they were fairly suecessful.
15 the days passed, others among the women of the
land grew envious of their clamorous sisters, whose fame
had now reached the ears of all.  And they, too, came into
the open, and sought to gain a prominent position : crying
aloud that they desired not that which the first disturbers
of the peace made much ado about, and that they would
not haveit. . . . So that mere men grew sorcly weary
of the incessant commotion ¢ and rmicd or deliverance,
Now, ere long those females who had been fust in th

ey feared that less



